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• Drivers should maintain visual contact of workers on foot and 
check mirrors frequently.

• Workers on foot need to stay visible to the drivers, clear of crush 
zones and in view of the mirrors.

• Use a reliable spotter and stop the truck if visual contact is lost.
• Never allow anyone to ride on the vehicle or trailer unless 

specifically designed by the manufacturer for this purpose.  
• Use all personal protective equipment such as eye and ear 

protection, a hardhat, protective gloves and work boots and 
consider a respirator.

• Department leaders must provide training and reinforce desirable 
behaviors and consistently correct unsafe actions.  

Example 1:  clamps on a vacuum hose failed allowing a portion of the hose to fall and hit 
the employee on their head and allowing their head to get stuck in the hose with the 
machine running.   A hard hat would’ve prevented most, if not all, of the injuries which were 
herniated discs and a concussion.  Total incurred on the claim is almost $270,000.  These 
injuries could have been worse if not for the quick action of fellow employees at the scene. 

Example 2:  an employee was riding on the yoke of the portable leaf vacuum trailer as the 
driver was turning onto a side street.  The employee was killed when he fell off the diamond 
plate platform welded on by municipal employees for the purpose of allowing employees  to 
have better footing when riding on the trailer.  
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