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• In non-emergency situations, Vehicle backing accidents are completely 
preventable.  They are unfortunately very common, even with spotters in 
place.

• Make sure drivers get to know a vehicle’s blind spots.  In medium sized trucks, 
blind spots can extend from 16 to 160 feet behind the truck.  

• When using a spotter, establish hand signals between the driver and spotter 
instead of verbal ones..  

• The driver and spotter should maintain eye contact and if the driver 
cannot see the spotter the vehicle should be stopped immediately. 

• Install back-up sensors, warning chimes and cameras and make sure these 
become part of the vehicle’s daily inspection process.

• Consider orange cones around a parked truck.   This forces an employee to 
walk around the truck before leaving to pick up the cones and also warns 
others of work being done around this truck. 

• Larger vehicles should be parked “defensively”.   This means the vehicle should 
be parked in areas that minimize the need to go in reverse.  It also means not  
parking in such a way that crowds neighboring vehicles. 
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