
TREE ops SAFETY

Lessons Learned from Losses
Monthly Newsletter - March 2021

• Ensure only qualified personnel direct tree related operations and that they 
immediately correct any identified hazard or improper work practices.

• Workers involved in tree related operations must be given instruction as to 
all hazards related to the work including fall prevention, methods of 
communication, first aid and CPR, roadway safety, Electrocution prevention 
and other rescue procedures.  

• Be aware of surroundings such as debris, tripping hazards, falling limbs and 
power lines in which the assumption should be made that it is a live wire. 

• Wear all applicable personal protective equipment.

Example: The claimant was picking up tree branches after Tropical Storm Isaias in early August of 2020 
and was hit on the head by a falling limb that fell from 25-35 feet.   He was not wearing a hard hat.  He was 
knocked unconscious and fell forward onto face knocking out three teeth.  He suffered a deep laceration on his 
head, a concussion, a fractured cervical vertebrae, fractured shoulder blade and a fractured wrist.  He is still 
suffering from short term memory loss, impairment and dizziness.   The total incurred on the loss is 
approaching $400,000. 
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